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SETTING
Author: John the Apostle
Date of Writing: 80-90 AD
Audience: The diverse early church,
with Jewish and Greek backgrounds
John’s Gospel is simple and complex to read at
the same time. Every story has a clear point, and
yet every story goes deeper than you think. The
Gospel of John is filled with metaphors, events,
and references to Jewish and Greek life. When
you read John, you almost need to keep the Old
Testament and a Greek history book close by.
John was writing his Gospel as an older man. He’d
had time to reflect on what he saw and heard
from Jesus as a young man. Those three years
probably rushed through his mind, heart, and
body every day. When he retold the story of Jesus
raising Lazarus from the dead, he might have
still gotten goosebumps. When he preached that
Jesus is the light of the world, he could remember
how much of his thinking had changed because
of Jesus. And maybe tears streamed down his
face and a smile broke out as Roman guards
sailed him to exile on the island of Patmos while
he remembered Jesus’ words, “don’t let your
hearts be troubled.” In John, we see Jesus as God
through the wisdom of an elderly church leader.
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NAV IGATING JOHN
John wove stories and layers together to help us
see Jesus as God. The first 12 chapters are Jesus’
ministry to the world. Starting in chapter 13, Jesus
speaks with His disciples exclusively. The first 12
chapters take about three years, while the last
ten chapters cover a week and some change.
1. Prologue (1:1-18)
2. Signs of Jesus for the World (1:19-12:50)
a. Social Rules (2:1-4:54)
b. Jewish Festivals (5:1-10:42)
c. Life and Resurrection (11:1-12:50)
3. Glory of Jesus for the Disciples (13:1-20:29)
a. Passover (13)
b. The Farewell Sermon (14:1-17:26)*
c. The Trials and Crucifixion of Jesus (18:1-19:16)
4. Resurrection (20:1-29)
5. Epilogue (21:1-25)
*We’re calling this The Way Forward.
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NAV IGATING JOHN 14-17
John 14-17 is layered and interconnected.
It helps if you don’t think of it in a linear
way (like the outline on the previous page).
Instead, remember that Jesus was giving His
last instructions, so He wanted to make sure
He said everything that He needed to say.
Jesus wanted the disciples to know it wasn’t
bad that He was leaving. They needed to stay,
the ministry would continue with them, and
the Holy Spirit would help them accomplish
God’s mission. Jesus had always been
showing them what God the Father is like.
This is still true for us. We need to remember
the Holy Spirit helps us do more than we think
we can. God’s mission is still moving and we
are an active part of it. When the time comes,
we will find our way home through Jesus.
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JOU R N EY ING W ITH JOHN
As you read John 14-17…
•R
 emember Jesus is talking to you.
While Jesus is specifically talking to His
disciples, His words echo to you.
•R
 ead it and read it, then read it again. Jesus’
words have layers, so you won’t see everything
at once. You’ll need to pay attention to a
different word or theme each time. This is a
great passage to print out so you can write,
highlight, and mark up what you observe.
•R
 eflect on these words. Jesus goes deep
in these chapters. It’s good to sit with a
verse or two and reflect on them. Consider
what these words mean in your life.
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THEMES IN JOHN 14-17
FUTURE HOPE
Jesus talked a lot about going to the Father and
coming back to earth. Christians in the early
church anticipated the Second Coming of Christ.
They couldn’t wait for history to finally end
so eternity could begin. Jesus will come back
someday, but He made a startling revelation. The
Holy Spirit is the presence of Jesus with us now
(14:16-20)! John reminds us that whatever we
think about the end of the world shouldn’t block
our view from what Jesus can do here and now.
THE VINE AND BRANCHES
John used seven “I AM” statements in his Gospel
to describe what it’s like to have Jesus as God.
These statements reflect God’s divine name that
He gave to Moses in Exodus 3:13-15. Jesus said,
“I AM the vine.” This metaphor was John’s way
of taking a spiritual reality and describing it in
daily language. People in Jesus’ day would have
been familiar with tending to vines and saw them
all across Israel and the Mediterranean area.
UNITY
Unity begins with Jesus’ relationship with God the
Father. They are one. The Holy Spirit is part of this
unity as He helps carry out Jesus’ mission. Together
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are with all Christians
to help us be motivated by love. Because of what
Jesus has done for us, we can also be united.
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