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ACTS 1:8

This is our fourth week in our study called Unleashed.
Each week, we are discussing a passage of Scripture
from the book of Acts and how God’s power and
grace unleash us to have an impact in his kingdom.

BIG
IDEA
This week’s big idea is:

“I AM PART OF
SOMETHING BIGGER
THAN MYSELF.”

OPENING
QUESTIONS
BEFORE WE BEGIN WITH THE SCRIPTURE, LET’S
START WITH A FEW INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS.
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Think of a time recently that you witnessed something remarkable, terrifying, or unusual. What was
it? What was your first impulse when you witnessed it? Who did you want to tell about it?

Think of a sporting event: What is the difference
between a fan and a player? What is the level of
commitment required? What specific joys or challenges come with being on the field and not in the
stands?
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week four

ACTS
1:8
Each week, we’ll focus on a portion of Acts,
the story of the early church’s formation
and growth. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the
believers were unleashed to share the good
news about Jesus, make disciples, and plant
churches in hundreds of towns and villages
around the world.
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unleashed

WOULD SOMEONE VOLUNTEER TO READ
ACTS 1:1-11?

OPENING PRAYER
Let’s take a moment to pray together that this
time of study and discussion would be helpful.
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for this
opportunity to gather again. Thank you for the
many examples in Acts of bold, living faith. Be
with us now to understand your word, to apply
it to our lives, and to begin living it out right
now. Set us free by your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’s
name, Amen.
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BIBLICAL
QUESTIONS
Let’s start with a few questions about Acts 1.
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After rising from the grave, Jesus spent
forty days on earth appearing to his
followers. Before ascending back into
heaven, he told his disciples to wait for
power from the Holy Spirit and then to
go and be his witnesses in all the earth
(Acts 1:8). Why did Jesus tell his followers to wait until they received power
from the Holy Spirit prior to beginning
their new mission?
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Jesus didn’t just send his disciples out
as individuals, but this command (like
the Great Commission in Matthew
28:16-20) was given to people together.
Why does that matter? What was Jesus
accomplishing by sending his disciples
out in community and as teams?
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What is the significance of Jesus sending his followers as “witnesses”? Why did
he send them into Jerusalem (their own
biggest city), to Judea (the surrounding
region), Samaria (a nearby region but a
people considered enemies), and to the
ends of the earth?
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How do you see Jesus’s sending of the
disciples accomplished in the story of
Acts? Consider the stories in Jerusalem (chapters 1-7), Judea and Samaria
(chapter 8), and to the ends of the earth
(chapters 9-28). How is it still being accomplished today?

APPLICATION
QUESTIONS

1
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3
4

Although we receive the Holy Spirit upon becoming believers, what might it look like to “wait for the Holy Spirit”
before doing anything today? What does this mean for
how you are drawn near to God before being sent out
by him? What is the role of prayer for you in being unleashed?

When we witness something incredible, we almost immediately want to tell others about it. We become witnesses. How have you become a witness to the amazing
work of God?

How does it comfort and empower you that Jesus always sends us out to fulfill his kingdom mission together? Consider the old saying: “We can go faster alone, but
we go further together.” How has this been true for you
in your Christian life and witness?

What do these areas look like in your own life and ministry right now? Describe how God is calling you to
move from being a passive consumer of Christianity to
becoming a fully engaged witness to Christ in each of
these areas:
• Jerusalem: Your own neighborhood, city, or circles
of influence
• Judea: The needs of your surrounding community
or country
• Samara: Those who may be perceived as culturally
beneath you
• Ends of the Earth: The opportunities of world
missions

WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO & SPEND A FEW
MINUTES DICUSSING IT IN YOUR GROUP

WEEKLY CHALLENGE
Choose one of the following challenges to complete over
the next seven days.

CHALLENGE ONE
Prayerfully write out your story of coming to faith and the
difference Jesus has made in your life. Consider sharing it
with a friend this week. If you’ve never thought through your
faith story before, a helpful way to frame it is with these three
words: Before, But, Because.
1.
2.
3.

“Before Jesus, my life was _______.”
“But when I came to know and
experience Jesus for the first time _______.”
“Because of Jesus, my life is ________.”

CHALLENGE TWO
Step forward in obedience this week by finding a simple way to
serve. Some ideas:
• Text “Respond” to 733733 for a list of immediate volunteer
needs from our missions family near you
• Write cards to your five closest neighbors letting them know
you are praying for them and asking if they have any needs you
can help with.
• Ask your pastors or leaders if there is a spiritual or practical
need in your church that you could help meet.
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You may discuss the following questions as a small
group or use them at home for your own continued
reflection and study.

CONTEMPLATION
QUESTIONS
When you read the phrase, “I am part of something bigger than myself,” what do you feel? In what ways does it
feel true? In what ways do you feel disconnected? Reach
out to a friend or member of your small group and
discuss what it means for you—perhaps they
feel some of the same things.
We have read and talked at length about
evangelism and service over the last four
weeks. How do you feel at this point? Do you
feel energized and empowered? What
barriers or fears remain for you?

DIGGING DEEPER
DIGGING DEEPER
READ MATTHEW 28:16-20. WHY DO YOU THINK
SOME STILL DOUBTED JESUS—EVEN THOUGH
THEY WERE WITH HIM AFTER HIS RESURRECTION? WHY DO WORSHIP AND DISBELIEF SEEM
TO BE THE TWO RESPONSES TO JESUS?

Jesus received all authority in Heaven and on earth
by enduring the cross and rising f rom the grave. He
sends us, then, under his authority as his ambassadors into all the earth. What is the signif icance of
this authority and our role in evangelism and discipleship?

Consider Jesus’s commission—"Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (verses 19-20). What types of ministries are
included here? In what ways is it specif ic? In what
ways is it all-encompassing?

How do you f ind comfort and courage in this promise: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age” (verse 20)?

PRAYER
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for sending your Son into this world to make a way
for us to be restored to you. Thank you for
opening our eyes to his true nature, even
though we still may struggle with doubt.
Empower us now, O Lord, through your
Spirit to be your hands and feet in our neighborhoods, our circles of influence, and to the
ends of the earth. Unleash us to participate
in your great story of redemption. In Christ’s
name, Amen.

