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week two

ACTS 8:26-40

Last week, we started a new curriculum series called
Unleashed. Each week, we are reading a passage of
Scripture from the book of Acts and discussing how
God’s power and grace unleash us to have an impact
in his kingdom.

BIG
IDEA
This week’s big idea is:

“I KNOW WHO
I AM IN JESUS.”

OPENING
QUESTIONS
BEFORE WE BEGIN WITH THE SCRIPTURE, LET’S
START WITH A FEW INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS.
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What is the most terrifying thing you’ve ever done?
It could be an activity like rock-climbing or skydiving, or perhaps it was performing in front of others,
giving a speech, or quitting your job to start a business. What felt most dangerous at that moment?

In general, do you consider yourself more of a routine person or a spontaneous person? How do you
perceive risk? On a scale of 1 to 10, how much of a
risk-taker are you?
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ACTS
8:26-40
Each week, we’ll focus on a portion of Acts, the
story of the early church’s formation and growth.
Filled with the Holy Spirit, the believers were
unleashed to share the good news about Jesus,
make disciples, and plant churches in hundreds
of towns and villages around the world.
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unleashed

WOULD SOMEONE VOLUNTEER TO READ
ACTS 8:26-40?

OPENING PRAYER
Let’s take a moment to pray together that this
time of study and discussion would be helpful.
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for this opportunity to gather again. Thank you for everyone here and for how you’re working in each of
our lives. Please give us insight into your Word:
Teach us to not only hear and believe your words
but put them into action and follow you boldly
in our daily lives. Amen.
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BIBLICAL
QUESTIONS
Let’s start with a few questions about Acts 8.
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The Ethiopian official had visited Jerusalem in quest of spiritual knowledge and wisdom. He was educated (he could read Hebrew) and powerful (he could afford a scroll of
the book of Isaiah). But as a Gentile, he was considered an outsider to the people of God,
and as a eunuch, he was considered doubly unclean. Why then is it so significant that
God would send Philip to share the message of Jesus with him?
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From Philip’s perspective, how do you
think he would have responded to
God’s call to share this good news with
the Ethiopian eunuch? Why was it a
risk to do so? How do you see Philip’s
faith and boldness in this encounter?

03

Consider the miraculous intervention
of God that the Ethiopian was reading
from Isaiah 53:7-8, one of the Old Testament’s clearest presentations of a
coming Messiah who would die for the
people. How was Philip’s faithfulness in
taking initiative met with the power and
wisdom of God?

APPLICATION
QUESTIONS
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Considering the Ethiopian’s salvation, how have you
seen God similarly intervene in your own life to bring you
into contact with the good news about Jesus and the
people of God? Who did God send to you?

Considering Philip’s risk in sharing the gospel with the
Ethiopian, what do you think would have been your
biggest fear in that situation? How do you feel in general about answering spiritual questions and sharing the
good news about Jesus?

Philip was an ordinary man with no special training, yet
he had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13). This is the pattern of
mission in the Scriptures: God draws us in to know him,
then sends us out to make him known. How does this
encourage you? How does this challenge you?

What fears and doubts rise to the surface as you think
about being unleashed—moving from the routine into
risk for Jesus? What might be the risks he is inviting you
into?

WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO & SPEND A FEW
MINUTES DICUSSING IT IN YOUR GROUP

WEEKLY CHALLENGE
Choose one of the following challenges to
complete over the next seven days.

CHALLENGE ONE
Choose one Psalm, and every day for the next week, take
five minutes to simply meditate on and pray through it.
Write down the new things God reveals to you each day
through this Psalm.

CHALLENGE TWO
Take time this week to listen to the Holy Spirit’s voice
and to do what he’s asking. Choose one day where your
morning or evening will be completely technology-free
no phone, television, internet, and so on. Consider how
your mind stays focused or wanders during this time.
Write down a few things about the experience and
prepare to share it next week.

CHALLENGE THREE
Take the Myers-Briggs test or Enneagram assessment. After
you take it, or if you’ve already taken it, what are two things you
discovered about the way God has designed you that you didn’t
know before?
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You may discuss the following questions as a small
group or use them at home for your own continued
reflection and study.

CONTEMPLATION
QUESTIONS
When you read the phrase, “I know who I am in Jesus,”
what comes to mind? Does that feel true for you?
Last week, when you thought about your specific fears
and doubts about sharing your faith or living fully for Jesus,
what came to mind? When you consider taking
risks for the Lord, how do you feel? What past
experiences, positive or negative, come to the
surface?
Consider the theme that God draws us in before he
sends us out. How do you sense God drawing you i
n to know him more fully? What does that look like?
Second, how do you see him sending you out to
make him more fully known? What opportunities
do you have?

DIGGING DEEPER
DIGGING DEEPER
READ JOHN 12:41-46. EVEN THOUGH SOME OF
ISRAEL’S RELIGIOUS LEADERS BELIEVED IN
JESUS, THEY WERE TOO AFRAID TO FOLLOW
HIM. IT SAYS: “THEY WOULD NOT OPENLY
ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR FAITH FOR FEAR THEY
WOULD BE PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE;
FOR THEY LOVED HUMAN PRAISE MORE THAN
PRAISE FROM GOD” (VERSES 42-43).

Following Jesus often involves great risk; it often
means we are “put out” of some social group. What are
the risks you face for following Jesus completely? How
have you experienced levels of persecution for your
faith?
If you have never faced persecution for your faith, do
you think you might be living too much in the routine
rather than the risk? What would it look like for you to
step out boldly among those who don’t know Jesus or
might not agree with you on certain issues?

PRAYER
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for calling us your
children and welcoming us into your kingdom with
open arms. Like you did with Philip, send us to those
who are ready to believe in you. Give us the faith,
boldness, and nearness to you to be unleashed for
signif icant witness to you. Increase in our hearts and
lives, O Lord. Amen.

