week three study
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week three

ACTS 16:11-15

Two weeks ago, we started a new study called
Unleashed. Each week, we are discussing a passage
of Scripture from the book of Acts and how God’s
power and grace unleash us to have an impact in his
kingdom.

BIG
IDEA
This week’s big idea is:

“I AM MADE TO FIT IN A
BODY. I HAVE A PLACE. ”

OPENING
QUESTIONS
BEFORE WE BEGIN WITH THE SCRIPTURE, LET’S
START WITH A FEW INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS.
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Who is the most hospitable person you can think of?
Think of hospitality not merely in terms of entertaining
but as a lifestyle of creating space for others. How did
you experience their openness?

Why do you think other cultures and previous
generations were more open and communal than
ours? What are some of the barriers to community in
a culture like ours?

Can you think of a time when you experienced that
it was better to serve rather than be served—or more
blessed to give than to receive?
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week three

ACTS
16:11-15
Each week, we’ll focus on a portion of Acts,
the story of the early church’s formation
and growth. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the
believers were unleashed to share the good
news about Jesus, make disciples, and plant
churches in hundreds of towns and villages
around the world.
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unleashed

WOULD SOMEONE VOLUNTEER TO READ
ACTS 16:11-15?

OPENING PRAYER
Let’s take a moment to pray together that
this time of study and discussion would be
helpful.
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for this opportunity to gather again. Thank you for what
you’ve been showing us from Acts. Continue
to teach us and grant us soft hearts to put it
all into practice. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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BIBLICAL
QUESTIONS
Let’s start with a few questions about Acts 16.
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The early Christians—here it is the apostle Paul, the author Luke, and likely a few others—visit the city of Philippi in Macedonia. Their tradition was to start at a religious
center and look for spiritually hungry people. The businesswoman Lydia, a Gentile who
believed in the God of Israel, heard their message about Jesus and put her faith in him.
Immediately, she opened her home to Paul and the others, and they likely made it
their base for mission in the area. Why do you think Lydia was so quick to receive their
message? Why was she immediately hospitable?
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Lydia’s hospitality is recorded in Scripture here as an example for all time.
She could have remained focused on
growing her business or keeping to
herself, but God radically changed her
life. How do you see evidence of her
radically changed life?
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As a result of Lydia’s faith and hospitality, an entire network of churches began.
Consider how the book of Philippians
was written by Paul some years later.
What do you draw from this? How do
you see God’s power unleashed through
our simple faithfulness?

APPLICATION
QUESTIONS
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What do you see as the connection between Lydia
opening her heart to Jesus and opening her home to
his followers? Have you seen a similar transformation
in your own life? How would you describe it?

Can you think of a time when the church advanced as
a result of your initiative or hospitality? Or perhaps you
have seen it through someone else. What happens in
all of us when we see an example of bold faith leading
to the flourishing of the church?

On a practical level, what does hospitality look like for
you? It’s not merely entertaining, but rather a lifestyle
of creating space for others. How might God be inviting you to open your life and home more completely?
What challenges and barriers do you face to becoming a more open, hospitable person?

There’s a principle here: When Lydia opened her life
and home to the Lord, she found a place to belong.
How have you seen this to be true in your own life? Do
you feel like you have a place in this world? How might
you take initiative in making room for others—and
finding a place for yourself?

WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO & SPEND A FEW
MINUTES DICUSSING IT IN YOUR GROUP

WEEKLY CHALLENGE
Choose one of the following challenges to complete over
the next seven days.

CHALLENGE ONE
Make a list of things that you have had to sacrifice in order
to grow deeper in your relationship with Jesus—maybe
your time, resources, lifestyle, and so on. Is anything remaining that might be standing in the way as a barrier to
you being unleashed? Write down some steps that need to
be taken in order to surrender those things to Jesus.

CHALLENGE TWO
Invest three of your meals this week with other people—including at least one who is not a member of your church.
Consider who you might invite over for dinner, to lunch out,
or for coffee. Who and what do you have in mind?

CHALLENGE THREE
Take the spiritual gifts assessment. What are your top
three gifts? What are two things you discovered about your
spiritual gifts that you didn’t know before? How do you feel
called to invest these gifts for the good of others?
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You may discuss the following questions as a small
group or use them at home for your own continued
reflection and study.

CONTEMPLATION
QUESTIONS
When you read the phrase, “I have a place,” does that
feel true for you? Can you think of a time when you
felt a strong sense of belonging? How might you
cultivate a deeper rootedness in community with
others?
The story of Lydia suggests we may have to
give up the pursuit of worldly success to find
spiritual significance. What barriers do you
feel keeping you connected to a sense of
personal success? What might you need to
let go of to give yourself to Christ more fully?

DIGGING DEEPER
DIGGING DEEPER
READ MATTHEW 10:32-42. JESUS PROMISES
TO ACKNOWLEDGE IN HEAVEN THOSE WHO
ACKNOWLEDGE HIM ON EARTH. IDENTIFYING
WITH JESUS CAN BE COSTLY: IT CAN CAUSE
DIVISIONS EVEN WITHIN FAMILIES. BUT THOSE
WHO GIVE UP THEIR LIFE ON EARTH FOR
JESUS WILL DISCOVER THAT THEY FIND TRUE
LIFE WITH JESUS FOR ALL ETERNITY.

How does Jesus’s promise to acknowledge those
who acknowledge him challenge or encourage you?
What do you think of his statement, “Whoever does
not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy
of me” (verse 38)? What would it look like for you to
accept rejection and hardship for the sake of Christ?

Consider the paradox described by Jesus: Whoever
tries to f ind their life in this world will lose it, but
whoever gives their life away in this world will f ind
true life. How does this challenge the worldly notion
of “f inding ourselves” as ultimate satisfaction? How
could it be that we are designed by God for service
to him—and this is the place where we’ll f ind true
and lasting joy?

PRAYER
[Sample Prayer] Father, thank you for calling
us your children and welcoming us into your
kingdom with open arms. We know that we
only open our lives to others because you first
open your life to us. Create space in our hearts
and lives, Lord, so that we might create space
for others. Grant us the humility and strength
to give our lives away for you. In other words,
Father, make us more like Christ. Amen.

