FIVE KEY THINGS
ABOUT THIS BOOK
•

Joshua is like a New Moses. He does similar things to
Moses like cross water and give military instructions. One
key difference is Moses gave God's law while Joshua
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enforced it. God called new leaders to follow in the

1400-1200 BC

footsteps of faithful obedience while charting a new path
for God’s people.

history notes
The book of Joshua takes
place right after Moses’
death. We aren’t sure on the
exact dates. It recounts how
Israel stepped into God’s
promise for them to have
their own land.
Unfortunately, Israel doesn’t
always obey.
Joshua is a history book that
explains to future
generations how Israel got
their land, why each tribe
lives where it does, why
there are cities of refuge,
and other questions about
where they live.

•

Deuteronomy is the background of Joshua. When Israel
fails it's because they didn't obey Deuteronomy.

•

Maybe the hardest part about Joshua is war. Keep in
mind, God gave Israel specific rules to follow about battle
for this specific time. He provided the other nations lots of
time to repent. Stories of God had already spread
through the Promise Land. More people could have been
like Rahab and joined Israel. They chose their sin over
God. The wars in Joshua are a picture of how serious and
deadly sin really is.

•

The phrase “devoted to destruction” appears many
times in Joshua. God asked them to destroy cities and
keep precious metals in God’s treasury. The metal would
be used to build His Temple later on. God wanted His
people to trust Him and not become prideful by thinking
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they earned what they have.

Joshua, son of Nun.
Probably someone else
finished the book since the
last story is Joshua's death.

•

Strength and Courage is a major theme in Joshua. The
Lord called Joshua and all of Israel to trust Him. It wasn’t
about winning battles by their strength, but by the Lord’s.

