BE THE BRANCH SERMON SERIES

Field Guide
When Jesus said, “I am the vine…you are the branches,” He was
not just giving us a message to memorize, but an identity to
embrace. When we know who we are, we will know what to
do. The most important thing for the branch to do is to stay
connected to the vine. To “be the branch” starts with simply
abiding in Jesus.
Because Jesus is Savior, we’ll base everything we do in humble
reliance upon the grace that has already saved us. But it doesn’t
end there. When Jesus truly becomes Lord of our lives, we will
do whatever He says—even when it doesn’t make logical sense.
As branches, we embrace the reality that we can do nothing of
any real value apart from Him. And, since we’ve been grafted
into Him together, we can do nothing of any real value apart
from one another.
As the world searches for life and strength outside of Jesus, we
can face whatever comes our way knowing that the power of
the One who overcame the world overflows in us. We want to
call people into a constant dependence on the Vine, so that as a
church we can remain rooted in hope, regardless of what comes
our way.

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

The Branch Life

| JOHN 15:5

Have you ever seen grapes growing on a vine?
What about an apple ripening on a tree? Or a
bush drooping with blackberries? This is the
image Jesus painted as He described a life with
Him in John 15.

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• Take a minute to assess your day-to-day
life. What usually comes first, connection or
activity? Make an effort to start your day by
connecting with Jesus before you do anything
else, even if it’s just taking a moment to thank
God for who He is and asking Him to help you
throughout the day.

Life with Jesus is meant to be fruitful and sweet.
Like fruit ripening on branches, as we walk with
Jesus, we begin to produce good, Godly character
and deeds in our lives. But enjoying the fruit of a
life with Jesus requires a deep, lasting connection
to the True Vine.

• W hen was the last time you were alone with

Many times in John 15, Jesus used the word
“remain,” or “abide.” The Greek word, meno, is
used often in John to describe a continued state
of being present or being connected to a person
or place for a long period of time.

• For many of us, we know that staying

When Jesus told us how to bear fruit, He did not
say, “If you water your branch…” or “If you make
sure your branch gets enough sunlight….” He
simply said,” ’If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit.’”
We can do all the right things, but if we are not
connected to Jesus, the True Vine, there’s no
hope for fruit. Without connection, fruit cannot
grow. Apart from Him, we can do nothing.

Jesus without any distractions? Set aside an
hour this week to disconnect from the world
and connect to Jesus. Turn off your phone,
turn off the TV, go to a quiet place, and sit at
His feet.
connected to Jesus is essential, but some
days, the desire to connect to Him is just not
there. Pray that God would give you a spirit of
eagerness to spend time connecting to Him.
Pray that the Holy Spirit would convict you
when you feel yourself wanting to disconnect.
Reach out to one or two people you know and
trust, and ask them to hold you accountable
to spending consistent time connecting with
Jesus.

DIG DEEPER
• Colossians 2:6-7
• 1 John 2:24-25
• Proverbs 3:5-8

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

The Bonsai Way

| JOHN 15:1-4

In John 15:1, Jesus makes a bold assertion: “My
Father is the gardener.”
If you’ve ever tried to grow something—be it a
tomato plant or a whole vegetable garden—you
know that it requires attention and effort. Just as
a gardener cares for their plants, God the Father
cares for you. He waters you, makes sure you’re
getting enough sunlight, and protects you from
harm. But sometimes, caring for you means He
must cut off some dead leaves and overgrown
parts that keep you from being fruitful.
God wants to take care of us. He wants us to be
as fruitful as possible. But in order to be fruitful,
we have to get rid of all the dead or unnecessary
stuff that keeps us from growing the way God
intends us to. We must allow God to prune
us. Just like plants, each person is unique and
requires specific care. Some branches need to
be pruned a lot, while some need to be pruned a
little. God, in His abundant grace, takes care of
all of our specific needs.
Following Jesus is not always easy—it requires
allowing God to take the pruning shears of
His Word to our hearts so that we can be
transformed into the image of Jesus, one day at
a time.

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• Make repentance a regular part of your routine.
In your quiet time, take some time to repent
of the ways you have not lived from your
connection to Christ. Ask for forgiveness, which
God will give abundantly. Ask God to show
you what next step you should take in growing
in Him.
• Following Jesus is a lifelong commitment.
Reflect on some of the major milestones in your
walk with the Lord. Consider these questions
and answer them in a notebook or journal:
• W hat areas of my life has God already
begun to prune? How has it helped me?
How has it helped others?
• W hat areas of my life does God need to
prune? How can I move forward to allow
them to be pruned?
• In leadership, it’s easy to get so busy serving
that we miss out on the pruning benefits of
accountability. Do you have people in your
life who will convict and encourage you in
your walk with Christ? Meet with someone
this week to begin a relationship that involves
honest conversation and prayer together.

DIG DEEPER
• Galatians 5:16-26
• Romans 6
• Colossians 3:1-17

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

Another Sad Stick Story

| JOHN 15:6-8

We live in a culture that loves to accomplish
things, whether it’s winning a game, earning a
promotion, or checking an item off a to-do list.
Sadly, we can sometimes see our relationship
with Jesus as something to accomplish as well.
In John 15:6-8, Jesus gave a very serious
reminder: unless we are connected to Him, we
are like sticks—destined to be thrown onto a
bonfire. Without Him, our work is utterly useless.
Trying to look more like Jesus and do good works
for Him without remaining connected to Him is
like trying to grow an apple from a stick.
With Jesus, production is the result of
connection. Jesus laid down His life on the cross
so that we can have true connection with Him.
He generously gives us the gift of connection.
But if production is the main goal, rather
than connection, we can end up with a lot of
decorative, fake fruit, rather than nourishing,
real fruit.
As we grow with Jesus, and as we produce good
fruit out of our connection to Him, we will bring
God glory, showing Him and the rest of the world
that we are His disciples.

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• W hen you get to heaven, what do you want
Jesus to be proud of you for? Consider what you
need to change in your life to help make those
things a reality. Don’t let plastic fruit stop you
from fulfilling the call Jesus has placed on
your life.
• In an effort to appear good, we try to sound
better than we are. Think about ways you try to
fake production. How can you drop the mask
and let people see who you are? Be honest with
yourself and others first. Then, you can address
the issues. You might lack connection with
Jesus or you might place too much weight on
the amount of your production.
• Pray for more than you can accomplish on your
own. Trust Jesus to work through you in ways
beyond yourself. We want to produce out of
Jesus’ love for us and not to prove our value.

DIG DEEPER
• Psalm 1
• Matthew 11:28-30
• Hosea 6:6
• Ephesians 2:1-10

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

Flow with It

| JOHN 15:9 -13

Love. It’s worth repeating—the word and the action.
Seven times, Jesus reiterated the word love in this
passage. The powerful words of Jesus in verse 9
should drop us to our knees in awe and wonder,
followed by gratitude and thanksgiving.
Do you see it? “The way the Father loves me is
the way I love you.” The perfect Father loved the
perfect Son who now loves His disciples with that
perfect love. And then calls them (and us) to stay in
that same love. Offering clarity to the command,
Jesus gave the way to stay by simply stating His
disciples should keep His commandments. Simple
direction—challenging reality.
The disciples had walked with Him, watched Him,
and worked with Him. They had clearly seen the
heart of the Father. Everything Jesus offered in word
and action followed His obedience to His Father.
And right there, sandwiched between the
reminders to love like Jesus, is joy. Jesus shared the
message of love from the Father so that the disciples
could more fully understand and embrace the joy
of obedient love. Fulfilled joy on its way to complete
joy manifests in loving others just like Jesus. The
proof of the greatest love would come just days later
when Jesus laid down His life for His friends.

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• Set a time to pray through and to be reminded
of this great love that God demonstrated for
you through the gift of Jesus. How does the
understanding of that love guide your decision
to love others?
• God gave us the gift of sabbath to remind
us His love is greater than our production.
Continue to make time to rest in the Lord and
cease from your work. If you don’t normally
sabbath, how can you start implementing this
practice in your life each week?
• Our natural reaction isn’t always love.
Sometimes we turn to frustration, anger, or
shame. How can you grow in your love toward
others? What do you need to repent of? Is there
someone you need to apologize to? Go to them
as soon as possible.
• Speak encouragement into someone’s life.
Share how you see Jesus working through
that person.

DIG DEEPER
• Romans 15:13
• Ephesians 3:14-21
• 1 Corinthians 13
• 1 John 4:7-12

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

Picked Up and Never Put Down

These verses in John 15 redefine our understanding
of friendship—this friendship with Jesus. “Follow
Me” had been His direct invitation into relationship
with Him. Offering the same call to us, Jesus bids us
to follow Him and embrace friendship with Him.
The key component of this gift of friendship is
grace from Him, followed by our gratitude for that
grace. Jesus did lay down His life for His friends,
and then He calls all who follow Him to obedience
to His commands. His love is not based on, “If you
do what I command.” Rather, our desire to obey
comes as we more fully understand the sacrifice
and unfathomable love He showed while we were
yet sinners in dying for us.
Jesus, the King of Kings, raised His followers from
a position of uninformed servants to cherished
friends who now know what the Master was (and is)
doing. Our response to follow in obedience, to bear
fruit stemming from our humbled posture, and
to choose to love one another furthers this call to
friendship, with our Lord, Jesus Christ. His sacrifice
offers friendship and our repentance accepts His
offer, which overflows to our confident hope as we
answer His command to love one another.

| JOHN 15:14-17

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• Jesus’ call to obey His commands gives
instruction to our lives and to our everyday
moments. To obey His commands, we have His
Word to guide us. Commit to spend intentional
time reading the Bible today not to prepare a
lesson but to nourish your soul. Ask the Holy
Spirit to speak to your heart as you listen.
• Loving one another as Jesus commanded can
seem overwhelming. Start simple: love your
neighbor—that person who literally does live
close to you. Speak a word of encouragement to
your neighbor as you drive or walk by, or simply
ask, “How are you doing today?”
• Pray specifically for God to open your eyes to see
the opportunities to bear fruit—to wreck the roof,
grip the plow, or empty the jar. Claim His words
that “you are appointed to go and bear fruit.”

DIG DEEPER
•  Psalm 25
•  Isaiah 41:8-20
•  Matthew 12:46-50
•  John 13:34-35

B E THE B RANCH SE RIES

Growing Through the Hate

| JOHN 15:18-27

In one moment, Jesus had thousands of followers.
Crowds overwhelmed towns and occupied fields
to hear Him teach. Then, the next moment, Jesus
was left deserted with only the Twelve left. Some
shouted, “Hosanna” and wanted to make Jesus king,
while another crowd cried, “Crucify Him!” Jesus
knew what was coming and warned the disciples of
the harsh reality that the world wouldn’t give them
a pass. The world hated Jesus and the world would
hate His disciples just as much.
Hate evokes a number of responses. Some want
to fight fire with fire. Some want to get out of the
way and avoid all conflict. What matters to Jesus
is how we respond to the hate. He told us it will
come, so we need to prepare ourselves to respond
appropriately. The goal is not to just get through the
hate, but to grow through the hate. The difference
between getting through and growing through is in
our response.
The gift of the Holy Spirit helps us grow through the
hate. Through Him, we can respond with humility
instead of force. We can offer grace and peace
instead of bitterness and anger. The Spirit gives us
boldness to point to Jesus as our Way instead of the
ways of this world.

CONNECT TO THE VINE
• Take time to pray for our city, country, and world
that the love of Christ would cut through the
hate. Ask the Father to help all Christians act
in love.
•  How can you catch the wind of the Spirit, to speak
out the truth of the Gospel? We want to speak
the truth covered with love and make the most of
every opportunity.
• Make a list of reasons the world might hate you
for speaking the good news of Jesus. Add to the
list the accusations that may come about you
because you follow Jesus. Ask God to strengthen
your resolve to speak His name with boldness in
humility out of what He has done for you.

DIG DEEPER
•  Psalm 69
•  Matthew 5:11-16
•  Matthew 5:43-48
•  John 6
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